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E D I T O R I A L S

PUBLIC HEALTH BILLS NOW PENDING IN
THE CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE

Why Space Should Be Given to Public Health
Legislation.-Members of the California Medical
Association who may have the thought that too
much space is given in the pages of CALIFORNIA
AND WESTERN MEDICINE to a consideration of
prospective public health legislation are requested
to turn to the Miscellany Department of this issue
and glance through the list of proposed laws
which would have a direct or indirect influence
on the health interests of citizens of California.
The organized medical profession, through the
California Medical Association, must meet the
responsibilities which come to its members in
these legislative matters, because well-trained phy-
sicians may be assumed to have more accurate
knowledge and therefore more valuable judgments
on public health matters than have fellow citizens
who have not had such specialized training. And
particularly must the officers of the state associa-
tion and its component county societies be alert
and active in protecting the best interests of the
citizens of California, and of the standards of the
medical profession.

This journal would be derelict in its field if it
did not make it possible for every member of the
state association to have somewhat of a knowl-
edge of these proposed public health laws, or if
it neglected to give that information to county

society officers which would allow more active
cooperation on their part with the legislative com-
mittee of the state association. When one remem-
bers that our state senators and assemblymen who
have places on the senate and assembly public
health and similar committees are practically all
laymen, and that in committee session these lay
legislators must consider the measures referred
to, and a multitude of other bills as well, and then
determine whether or not it should be recom-
mended that the measures "do or do not pass,"
it becomes evident that medical men and women
cannot escape their responsibilities to display as
great or greater interest so that all undesirable
legislation may be defeated.

* * *

Difficult Task which Faces Officers.- This
year, as in the many years that have gone before
when the California legislature has been in ses-
sion, it has not been an easy task for the mem-
bers of the Council of the California Medical
Association and of its executive and legislative
committees to decide what were the measures
which should receive the support or opposition
of the California Medical Association. In this
dilemma the advice and opinions of the officers
of the California State Board of Health, of the
California State Board of Medical Examiners,
of the California Pharmacy Board, of the Cali-
fornia Tuberculosis Association, and of other
organizations has been requested so that more
definite and safer conclusions might be come to
in regard to legislation in which these various
bodies were also interested. The fundamental
thought might be stated to be this: That all pro-
posed legislation which in the last analysis would
not work for the highest and best public health
and professional interests should be opposed.

It is interesting to note that the California
Medical Association is interested in only two or
three bills of its own, which will be discussed
later. All the remainder of this massive amount
of legislation which is listed in this issue has been
introduced from miscellaneous outside sources.
How much additional legislation will be proposed
is not known, but until the last hour of this the
forty-eighth legislative session of California, it
will be necessary to be on guard.
Some further comments on certain of the pro-

posed laws may not be amiss at this time, since
they are now before the legislature which is again
in session, it having reconvened on February 18,
after a recess of one month. The date of adjourn-
ment is of course uncertain, since it will depend
in part upon the manner in which the legislators
attack the business before them, and the extent
to which they program their work.

* * *

Vocational Standards Bill.-Considerable com-
ment has been made on this measure in this jour-
nal. At the time of this writing, the bill as drafted
is far from satisfactory to the officers of the Cali-
fornia Medical Association. On the other hand,
it is an administrative measure in which Governor
Young is much interested, because it would per-
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mit him to bring a dozen or so examining boards
together in one department, and permit him and
the chiefs of the major departments of the state's
activities to maintain a closer touch and super-

vision of the work of the various boards. Nearly
all of the examining boards are self-supporting,
the licensing fees and not taxation money from
the general fund of the state, being the means of
financial support.
These boards moreover, for some time past,

have been permitted to spend only such money

each year as was budgeted by the board of con-

trol and finance department of California. The
question of saving taxpayers money may there-
fore be stated to not come into question. It must
be conceded also that a lay director of the depart-
ment could give no expert or similar advice in the
conduct of examinations of a board such as the
California Board of Medical Examiners. Nor
should such a director be permitted to interfere
in any manner with that equally important func-
tion of our board of examiners, which has to do
with the search for and prosecution of illegal
practitioners.
The officers of the California Medical Associa-

tion appreciate Governor Young's position in de-
siring to have one man to whom he could turn,
who would be a member of his advisory board or

cabinet, and who would be able to give him his
impression of the efficiency of the various boards,
and so on. On the other hand, the officers of the
California Association are very much of the opin-
ion that, as regards the profession of medicine,
with the obligation of that profession to be par-
ticularly organized in protection of public health
interests, it would appear that a vocational depart-
ment director should be contented simply to be
a member of the Board of Medical Examiners;
with no power to vote, however. Such member-
ship would permit the department director to act
as a liaison officer between the board and Gov-
ernor, to advise the board insofar as his experi-
ence fitted him thereto, but without power to
interfere in the important and grave responsibili-
ties of the Board of Medical Examiners, which is
none other than to protect lay citizens and the
public health by maintaining those professional
standards which would adequately safeguard the
citizens of California from incompetent or illegal
practitioners.
The above are some of the matters which the

representatives of the California Medical Asso-
ciation will take up in conference with Governor
Young and his representatives, in the hope of
working out modifications of the bill as it stands
at this writing, so that what has taken us so many
years of effort to bring into being shall not be
torn down either in the near or remote future,
through unwise powers granted to a department
director, in relation to medical licensure and its
associated activities.

* * *

State Medical Library Bill.-One of the meas-
ures which originated in the California Medical
Association is that providing for a state medical
library. That plan was first broached in the

November issue of CALIFORNIA AND WESTERN
MEDICINE, page 343, and the tentative draft which
was worked out on the suggestions therein made
was introduced as Assembly Bill No. 488 and
was printed in the February issue, page 141. The
bill was also discussed at a conference with the
members of the California Board of Medical Ex-
aminers at its recent Los Angeles meeting. This
bill provides that all moneys in the Medical
Board's Contingent Fund in excess of $100,000
shall be transferred to the State Library Board
for the purchase of medical books and journals,
etc. In that way the most recent medical litera-
ture will be accessible to every practitioner of
California, no matter how far removed from San
Francisco or Los Angeles, where semiprivate
medical libraries exist. As was stated in the No-
vember editorial, the money so used comes en-
tirely from doctors, and it is proposed to use it
in an educational sense, to help make better doc-
tors, so that citizens in turn may be the recipients
of the best and most up-to-date type of profes-
sional service. It is hoped that this bill will pass.
Every county society should send resolutions to
the state senators and assemblymen from its dis-
trict urging a favorable vote on Assembly Bill
No. 488. Members of the profession who person-
ally know senators or state assemblymen can aid
in its passage by also writing letters endorsing
the bill. In the Miscellany Department of this
issue of CALIFORNIA AND WESTERN MEDICINE
is given the roster of state senators and assembly-
men.

* * *

Basic Science Bill.-A "Basic Science" act,
known as Assembly Bill No. 666, was introduced
at this session by the Legislative Committee, but
it has been agreed that it will be best if it be not
pushed. At this time the California Board of
Medical Examiners is not in favor thereof, and
the members of the Executive Committee also feel
that this is not the proper time for its passage.
Moreover, the present draft would need many
alterations, and the whole matter is altogether too
important to be jeopardized by hasty action. The
Council's special committee on medical practice
act has made a number of reports during the
last two years favoring such a measure, but it is
a question whether it should not be submitted as
an initiative. The Executive Committee voted
that special study of the entire subject should be
made during the coming year in order to make
possible the preparation of a draft that best would
fulfill the objects of such a measure. Those mem-
bers who wish to make further study of this
matter are referred to the comments made in this
column in the October 1927 issue of CALIFORNIA
AND WESTERN MEDICINE, page 525, and in sub-
sequent issues.
The primary object of such a measure is to

bring to a stop the legal recognition of new cults
of the healing art, whose initial disciples and
doctor graduates of this or what not have usu-
ally little more than a reading-writing-and-arith-
metic preliminary education and a one-year course
of professional training. In this day and genera-
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tion it is high time that this deplorable spectacle
of improper licensure of healing art disciples,
with its menace to the health and lives of unsus-
pecting citizens, should cease. A basic science
act, which would demand a full high school edu-
cation for all schools of the healing art as a pre-
requisite to professional training, is a means to
achieve that end. It is important, however, that
the measure which is drafted shall be sound from
a constitutional standpoint, and so worded as to
accomplish the real end desired. Otherwise it only
encumbers our statute books, and adds red tape
to the procedures which reputable and well-
trained practitioners of the healing art must go
through in order to secure their licenses. All
things considered it has been deemed best to post-
pone active effort for such a measure and Assem-
bly Bill No. 666 will probably be permitted to die
in committee.

* * *

Nurses' Bills.-And now we come to a con-
sideration of several bills dealing with nurses,
those able coworkers of physicians and surgeons
in hospitals and homes, whose able ministrations
and trained senses make them at times the second
eyes and ears of physicians. Senate Bills Nos.
104, 52, and 143 will not be discussed in detail.
They contain clauses which, if passed, it is be-
lieved would do more damage than good to the
cause of nursing. Like the Basic Science Bill,
these measures might well go over for considera-
tion by the next legislature, the entire subject
being carefully studied in the meantime. At the
present time the licensure of nurses is under the
Bureau of Registration of Nurses of the State
Department of Public Health, and that bureau up
to the present has done its work well. It is pos-
sible that the bureau will be transferred to the
Department of Vocational Standards. Would it
not be wise to let that change suffice for the
present, rather than to create an entirely new
board of altogether different complexion and out-
look? The clauses which would allow a proposed
new board consisting of nurses to decide what
hospitals should be accredited and so on, also
should be most carefully considered. And cer-
tainly Senate Bills Nos. 52 and 143, which would
require all practical nurses to be registered and
certified is a distinct and perhaps dangerous in-
novation. Is the time ripe to demand that no man
or woman be permitted to call himself a practical
nurse without being certified? Are not so-called
practical nurses regulated by the law of supply
and demand and by the efficiency of such practi-
cal nurses ? In this column we do not wish to go
into detail concerning these measures. Compo-
nent county societies and members who are inter-
ested and who wish to study these measures can
obtain copies of these bills by addressing the
secretary of the Senate and requesting copies
thereof.

* * *

Some Other Bills.-Space does not permit a
discussion of the many other measures which have
been under consideration by the Association offi-
cers. Mention may be made of the fact that there

is a bill which would give chiropractors the right
to testify in industrial accident cases. The In-
dustrial Accident Commission is in one sense a
political body and as such must be responsive to
political influence. The commission has extraordi-
nary powers in accepting professional testimony.
Many licensed chiropractors have preliminary
education and professional training far below the
standards which for the same years of graduation
have been insisted upon from those who, as phy-
sicians, sought licensure from the California
Board of Medical Examiners. The question
therefore arises as to what would be the effect,
professionally and economically, if authority for
recognition of men with lesser training were
vested in the Industrial Accident Commission.
What would be the next recognition requested?
Have the best interests of the state ever been at-
tained when a premium has been placed on defi-
cient education and standards, and especially in
so responsible a calling as that of a practitioner
of the healing art?
Some of the proposed changes in the law hav-

ing to do with the cosmetologists or beauty doc-
tors trench closely on the domain of dermatology.
For such cosmetologists whence comes the knowl-
edge necessary for safe and accurate diagnosis?

In one of the narcotic bills it is proposed that
whenever a narcotic is given or used, then the
physician within twenty-four hours by registered
mail must notify the Pharmacy Board! A multi-
tude of questions arise in such a demand. To
what end can such a provision be justified? Are
physicians to be clerks, at their own expense, for
narcotic inspectors? Is the confidential relation-
ship between physician and patient to be broken
down.?
Whether the control of rabies should be under

the control of the State Board of Health or the
State Department of Agriculture comes up in
another measure.

For ye.ars the medical and dental schools suf-
fered from lack of cadaver material. Laws passed
by the last legislature gave remedial measures.
Now some of the undertakers want access to this
cadaver material. It is a question whether there
would then be sufficient cadaver material to prop-
erly train physicians.
And so on and so on, as one goes down through

the different public health bills, a list of which
appears in the Miscellany Department of this issue.

* * *

Cooperative Support Needed.-Perhaps what
has been here written may give members who are
interested in these matters, which are so inti-
mately related to the practice of medicine, an in-
sight into the difficulties which face the officers
and committees of the California Medical Asso-
ciation when these officers seek to protect the
standards of the medical profession and of the
citizens of California. In case the call comes to
county units or members for support and aid, let
no one be lacking in well-doing. It is not enough
that nonsectarian practitioners of the healing art
should know the worth of their ideals and prac-
tice; it behooves them to combat all efforts to
degrade their standards.
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